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o GENERAL ORDERS. ~ 


St. Louis, March 1st, 1813. 


The ufual orders for thd diuflers ofthe battalions in the føring, will notnow be given, The 
threatened invafion of our fettlements by the northeru iadians, reqaires arrangements of : nother 
charaéter, “Po repel and ifpoefible to chaflife thefe inroads, if they thould be attempted, the att. 

- ing Commänder in Chief orders, i 

That the volunteer companies commanded by captein’s Dodge, M’Nair, Callaway, Alhley, 

Young, Hughes, Millard, Rimfay, and Rankin, muller for inpethion at their refpedlive parade 


to be called into actual {ervice ata moments warning. 

That the feveral militia companies throughout the territory do a!fo mufler for infpelion at their 
nfual places of parade, on the lame day, to wit: 20th of thy prefent month sagd thereafter hold 
themfelves in conftant preparation for the defence of the country ; but asitis probable that all 
their fervices will not be required at the fame time, each captain will afterexercife and infpeétion, 
diftribute his company into three claffes, ta be denominated ılt, 2d and 3d clafs. The firi clafs, 
will when the occalion fh ill require it, have the honor of being firft called into the field, and will 
be reliever by the others fucceflively as their tours of duty expire, Ifthe young and the enter prif- 
jog will voluntarily offer themfelves for the Arlt clafs, it will be the better arrangement. But cn 
their negleél to do fo, the clafsification mult be made by draft. f 

The captains of volunteer companies, and the officers commanding militia companies, will 
make returns with all convenient difpatch to the acting commander tn chief, and will at the fame 
time. report to their immediate fuperior officers, 

"That no citizen foldier may be ignorant of the manner in which the law requires him tobe 
equipped, he isreminded, that it is his duty to provide kimfeif with a good mufket, with bayonet 
anrl belt, or a fusil, two {pare flints, a knaplack and pouch with a box therein, to contain nat lefa 
than twenty four cartridges, or a good rifle. Knapfack, powder horn and pouch, with twenty balls, 
anda quarter of a pound of powder. If this is an equipnient preferibed by the laws of our coun. 
try in times of tranquility and peace, furefy in the moment of difficulty and danger no militia man 
will delay to make the preparation. The great body of the militia will do their duty: It is known 
that they will, they have given proofs of it—the work is their own—the defence of their own fields 
and fire fides. They have the character too, of Americans to fupport, and the bleflings of a mild 
İyem of government to preferve, . 

Let us all aA with patriotic diligence and determination in our feveral Nations, and truf the 


{uccels of our efforts, to that Being in whofe hands are the deflinies of mankind. 
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